
 

 All Virginia Beach City Public Schools (VBCPS) high schools have 

made The Washington Post’s “America’s Most Challenging High 
Schools” list. This annual list identifies schools that have done the 

best job in persuading average students to take college-level  

courses and tests. This year, 2,370 schools nationwide earned  

placement on the list. This is just 11 percent of the approximately 

22,000 U.S. public schools considered. Of the seven school divi-

sions in Hampton Roads, VBCPS is the only one to have all of its 

high schools make the list; 11 of the 16 high schools in the region 

that were honored were in Virginia Beach. 

 

 Virginia Beach City Public Schools (VBCPS) had 11 schools, Great 

Neck Middle, John B. Dey Elementary, Kemps Landing/ Old Dona-

tion School, Kingston Elementary, Red Mill Elementary, Thorough-

good Elementary, Creeds Elementary, North Landing Elementary, 

Princess Anne Middle, Strawbridge Elementary and Trantwood  

Elementary, earn one of Governor Terry McAuliffe and the state 

Board of Education's Virginia Index of Performance (VIP) awards. 

According to the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE), these 

awards recognize schools and divisions that exceed state and  

federal accountability standards and achieve excellence goals  

established by the governor and the board.  

 

 Kellam High School has been deemed a Gold Design Award winner 

by the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) and the Virginia 

Chapter of the Council of Educational Facility Planners Internation-

al (CEFPI). The award recognizes “outstanding educational facilities 

that serve the needs of students, staff and the community while  

facilitating student achievement.” 

 

 Princess Anne High School was one of six state winners of the  

2014-15 Wells Fargo Academic Cup, honoring the school’s  

participation and performance in Virginia High School League 

(VHSL) academic activities. Princess Anne is the first Virginia Beach 

school to receive a Wells Fargo Academic Cup in the award’s  

25-year history. Schools earn academic activity points for  

outstanding participation in activities such as scholastic bowl,  

creative writing, theatre, forensics, debate, newspaper, yearbook, 

magazine and film festival. Six cups are presented, one for each of 

VHSL’s enrollment classifications.  

 

 More than 68,000 students are eligible to have free software 

thanks to a new program from Microsoft, the software develop-

ment corporation. Virginia Beach City Public Schools is taking ad-

vantage of this initiative, which will provide every student in the 

school division access to the Office 365 suite at no charge.  

 

 Creeds Elementary is one of six schools in the entire world hon-

ored by the International Alliance for Invitational Education for 

creating a caring and welcoming school that results in better learn-

ing outcomes and increased growth for students. 

 

 The Virginia Beach City Public Schools’ (VBCPS) Class of 2015 has 

been awarded $44,850,670 in scholarships as reported by  

graduating seniors to high school guidance offices. This amount 

accounts only for the scholarships accepted by VBCPS graduates. 

The total amount of scholarships offered to the Class of 2015 is 

reported to be $70,302,596. Both scholarship totals are the highest 

amounts for any VBCPS graduating class.  

 

 The US Green Building Council has announced that College Park 

Elementary School earned a Leadership in Energy and Environ-

mental Design (LEED) platinum certification. This official recogni-

tion makes College Park the first platinum level K-12 school in the 

state of Virginia. College Park’s certification also means Virginia 

Beach City Public Schools (VBCPS) has had both the first LEED 

platinum level K-12 school in the state as well as the state’s first 

LEED certified public elementary school, which was Hermitage 

Elementary school in 2005.  

 

 A release by the College Board showed that VBCPS continues to 

increase the number of students taking rigorous Advanced  

Placement (AP) courses and earning qualifying scores on AP ex-

ams.  During the 2013-2014 school year, VBCPS students took over 

8,850 AP exams, an increase of approximately 200 exams from the  

previous year. Of those exams, nearly 5,200 had qualifying scores 

of 3, 4 or 5. In addition, 1,209 VBCPS students were designated as 

2014 AP Scholars for completing three or more AP exams with 

scores of 3 or higher. Of those students, 76 earned the prestigious 

title of National AP Scholar for earning an average score of 4 or 

higher on eight or more AP exams. 

 

 Great Neck Middle School was named a 2015 National Blue Ribbon 

School by the U.S. Department of Education. The school was  

nominated by the Virginia Department of Education for this  

prestigious distinction. Great Neck students performed in the top 

15 percent of all schools in Virginia in both reading and math. In  

addition, all of the school’s student subgroups were in the top 40 

percent of all schools for both reading and math. Great Neck is just 

one of seven public schools in Virginia to be named a 2015 Nation-

al Blue Ribbon School. This is the second VBCPS school to earn the 

Blue Ribbon honor in two years. Last year, Hermitage Elementary 

School was named a 2014 National Blue Ribbon School.  
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 Rosemont Elementary School has been selected as a Title 1  

Distinguished School by the Virginia Department of Education 

(VDOE). To earn the honor, schools had to meet all state and  

federal accountability requirements for two consecutive years and 

achieve reading and mathematics SOL pass rates at the 60th  

percentile or higher. Rosemont was one of 36 schools in the state 

recognized as a Title I Distinguished School. 

 

 VBCPS has received national recognition from the Environmental 

Protection Agency as “Premier Members” of the Energy Star  

program. So far, 17 VBCPS facilities have been recertified as  

Energy Star buildings for 2014. 

 

 10,404 Technical and Career Education credentials were earned 

by VBCPS students in 2015. Students earned these credentials 

through a total of 114 different assessments administered, making 

the division a leader in the state. 

 

 A record number of high schools in Virginia Beach City Public 

Schools recently earned the Claudia Dodson VHSL Sportsman-

ship, Ethics and Integrity Award. Of the 44 high schools in Virginia 

to be recognized, nine were from VBCPS. Those high schools are  

Frank W. Cox, First Colonial, Green Run, Floyd E. Kellam, 

Kempsville, Landstown, Ocean Lakes, Salem and Tallwood. The 

award is given annually by the Virginia High School League 

(VHSL) to member schools that have established policies and 

procedures that make sportsmanship a priority and an expecta-

tion within the school and school community. 

 

 The US Green Building Council has announced that College Park 

Elementary School earned a Leadership in Energy and  

Environmental Design (LEED) platinum certification. This official 

recognition makes College Park the first platinum level K-12 

school in the state of Virginia. College Park’s certification also 

means VBCPS has had both the first LEED platinum level K-12 

school in the state as well as the state’s first LEED certified public 

elementary school, which was Hermitage Elementary school in 

2005.  

 

 Kemps Landing Magnet School was awarded the 2014 Governor’s 

Award of Educational Excellence for the seventh year in a row and 

was one of only five schools in Virginia to receive the honor. 

 

 

 

 VBCPS was selected as a first place winner in the American School 

Board Journal’s 2014 Magna Awards program for its Parent  

Connection outreach 

 

 Ocean Lakes High School has been named a 21st Century Learn-

ing Exemplar School by the Partnership for 21st Century Skills 

(P21). Ocean Lakes was one of 15 schools nationwide to earn the 

honor this year.  According to P21, the 2015 21st Century Learning  

Exemplars were selected through a rigorous application process, 

and evaluated for educational excellence and 21st century learn-

ing  

implementation. The schools are part of P21's ongoing initiative 

to identify, document and showcase exemplary 21st century 

learning in action. 

 

 Virginia Beach seniors continue to have higher mean scores on all 

three sections of the SAT among all the seven Hampton Roads 

school divisions. The  Class of 2014 total mean was 25 points 

higher than any other total mean SAT score in the region. 

 

 The Virginia Beach Education Foundation (VBEF) awarded grants 

totaling $98,000 to Virginia Beach teachers and staff to support 

innovative projects and learning programs in their schools and 

classrooms. Through its Adopt A+ Grants program, the VBEF 

awards innovative learning grants, sustainability impact project 

grants and schoolwide grants that support classroom instruction 

and will improve student learning and achievement. 

 

 VBCPS was among 376 school divisions nationally to earn the  

distinction as one of the 2014 Best Communities for Music  

Education (BCME) by the National Association of Music Mer-

chants Foundation (NAMM).  VBCPS was one of eight Virginia 

communities earning the designation. 

 

 Newsweek and The Daily Beast ranked the top 2,000 high schools 

in the country that best prepare students for college and 10  

Virginia Beach City Public Schools high schools made the list. 

 

 For more information about the Virginia Beach City  

Public School system, please visit www.vbschools.com 


